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	OBJECTIVES: Summarise the specific objectives stated in your original proposal. Indicate and explain any modifications made during the reporting period.

i. The study places a strong focus on participation of the poor in the export-led growth process, looking specifically at case studies of seafood, footwear, and textile and garment sectors 
ii. Seeking answer to the question of what obstacles to the poor’s participation in the export-led growth process still exist and how to eliminate these obstacles for the benefit of the poor.

iii. Informing policy in the form of important policy implications in regard of reforming the trade regime, the labour market, improving the overall business environment, facilitating rural and institutional changes for achieving the objective of fast poverty reduction in the context of globalisation and international economic integration. 

iv. Enriching knowledge of participating institutions in an important research area, namely the link between economic growth and poverty reduction, specifically enriching the current body of knowledge on agriculture-industry and rural-urban linkages, and their interaction with regional development, trade liberalisation, pro-poor growth.

v. With technical assistance provided by counterpart institutions from Sweden, the final outputs of this project will be expected to meet international standards.

vi. Building research capacity of Vietnamese researchers.

vii. Enhancing research co-ordination with Sweden, acquiring knowledge and research methods given by Swedish scholars participating in projects.




	Project Summary
	Start year: 2003
	
	Final year: 2007
	

	Capacity objectives:
This project will make a strong focus on capacity building. Specifically, the project focuses on:

i. Putting a strong emphasis on interdisciplinary approach, which is reflected in the composition of key researchers and is evaluated by the number of disciplines involved in achieving the set objectives.  

ii. Building up a new generation of economists and social scientists in Vietnam, encouraging young and female researchers to be involved in the project to the maximum possible extent. 

iii. Organizing various training courses, including overseas postgraduate training (in Sweden) of at least one at PhD level and one at master level, and in-country short-training courses separately or jointly conducted by Swedish scholars and senior Vietnamese researchers

iv. Enabling some students at Vietnamese universities, preferably master’s students, to write their theses on some of sub-topics of this research project under supervision of senior researchers. 

v. Using some major findings of the project as case studies for updating lecture notes for teaching at the university level, in the first instance, through the project’s senior researchers with concurrent teaching position.


	Research objectives:

The overall objective of the project is to produce output(s) which (i) contribute to improvement of knowledge on the researched area, and at the same time (ii) come up with findings that are relevant for major stakeholders and targeted beneficiaries including policy makers at central and local levels, businesses, workers, migrants from rural areas etc. More specifically, the project aims to:

i. Fill in the knowledge gaps in the specified research area by doing an empirical investigation into the currently hot issue of rising income inequality. Through a more narrowly defined topic on the participation of the rural poor in the export-led growth process, the study will carefully examine and check this trend against the Vietnamese data in general and data of the selected sectors in particular. 

ii. Analyse the functioning of the labour market in Vietnam, and on this basis, suggesting an efficient model of the labour market with a particular emphasis being placed on the mechanisms of job creation (both direct and indirect) for rural people in labour-intensive export-oriented manufacturing and processing industries.

iii. Identify obstacles experienced by migrant and/or poor rural workers expressed in terms of lack of education, lack of required skills etc. in relation to job opportunities seen in the city, with the recommendations on how to augment capabilities of the poor to better capture income opportunities in export sectors.

iv. Describe in detail the livelihoods systems of families of migrant workers and assessing the relative importance of incomes from export sectors for their living.

v. Create/update relatively comprehensive profiles of studied sectors covering their major dimension including output, labour, capital, investment (domestic and FDI), export, import, business environment, agriculture-industry and rural-urban linkages etc. which is useful for policy makers, businesses and potential investors.

vi. Identify obstacles to the responsiveness of firms in the studied sectors to changes in business environment and business opportunities induced by trade liberalisation and on this basis, making recommendations on the creation of an enabling environment for firms to flourish.

vii. Make comparisons, in terms of research issues, with countries in the region wherever possible. Particular attention will be made on the Chinese experience, which is widely believed to be of significant relevance to Vietnam, and therefore, should be learnt carefully.



	Summary of Progress:

Capacity:

2004 is the planning year of the project so capacity building has not been carried out substantially. However, two young researchers from Vietnam Institute of Economics, one PhD candidate and one master student in the project, went to Lund, Sweden in the late August to start their study. Studying at Lund University will enrich their knowledge on development–related issues. They will be equipped with sound methodologies, conceptual and analysis skills serving for the project implementation.



	Research: Highlight the main activities carried out during the reporting period

During 2004, following research activities were carried out:

1. Two Swedish researchers from Lund University, Dr. Anne Jerneck (Department of Economic History) and Dr. Lennart Olsson (Centre for Environmental Studies), went to Vietnam in March. During 15-26 March, they worked out a detailed plan of activities for 2004 and other related issues with Vietnamese researchers. They also undertook explorative fieldwork in the seafood sector in Cat Ba. During their stay in Vietnam, a number of interviews with government officials from various ministries and research institutes and interviews with respondents active in aquaculture were be conducted.
2. During the period from 14 to 19 July, three researchers from the Centre for Rural Progress (CRP), Tran Nhu Trang, Nguyen Dinh Quan, and Nguyen Hoang Linh conducted in-depth interviews with fishing farmers and various stakeholders in Angiang. This information is used as inputs for their research within the project.
3. During the period from 18 to 28 July, director of the project, Dr. Nguyen Thang made a trip to southern provinces of Vietnam including Angiang, Hochiminh City and Binhduong. In Angiang, he participated in field research on the fish faming sector by the Centre for Rural Progress  (CRP). In Hochiminh City, Nguyen Thang met with various consulting firms and organisations who are engaged in promoting labour standards, mainly in textile and garment, and footwear sectors, including Global Standards company, Global Alliance project and Social Accountability International. He also met with Hiep Sinh company in Binh Duong province. The information gathered in this trip will be used as important inputs for updating and developing the concept paper, and also for elaborating the research agenda for the whole period of this research project.
4. In August, Lund University sent a researcher to Vietnam to conduct fieldwork on a project-relevant topic :”Towards Sustainable Shrimp Farming in Vietnam – Case study of Ninh Thuan”. To gather information on intensive shrimp farming system, a number of interviews with Vietnamese experts in the field as well as trips to Do Son and Ninh Thuan were implemented. Researchers from CRP and a local assistant from Vietnam Institute of Economics also joined the trips. 
5. In August, Vietnamese researchers conducted a survey to get various information on migrated labour and households in the textile and garment, and footwear sectors in HCM city, Binh Duong, Long An, Lam Dong, Soc Trang.

6. In late August,  two young researchers from Vietnam Institute of Economics, one PhD candidate and one master student in the project went to Lund, Sweden for their study.
7. From 20 to 23 August, two researchers from the CRP, Tran Nhu Trang and Nguyen Hoang Linh, conducted focus group and individual interviews with various stakeholders in the shrimp farming sector in Ninh Thuan.
8. During the period from 25 to 31 August, director of the project, Dr. Nguyen Thang made a trip to southern provinces of Vietnam including Ho Chi Minh City, Binh Duong and Dong Nai. He did interviews with garment and footwear companies, as well as some other important stakeholders to gather information on the labour market with a special focus on labour standards imposed by buyers in developed countries and their implications for participation of the rural poor in these sectors.   

9. In September, the researcher group from CRP conducted a survey in seafood sector in Cat Ba. This information is used for their research within the project.

10. In late September, Dr. Nguyen Thang and Dr. Nguyen Thi Thanh Ha made a trip to Ho Chi Minh City to meet Dr. Nguyen Thi Canh for discussing collaboration with the Southern team.

11. In late October, a researcher group comprised of three researchers from Vietnam Institute of Economics and one researcher from CRP made a trip to Lund University, Sweden. They participated in a two-day-training session at Lund University. Also, they presented some research results as well as discussed plans for the next steps at a workshop arranged at Lund University. In addition, the group worked with researchers from Uppsala University in Stockholm. 

12. In early November, a workshop was held at Vietnam Institute of Economics. In this workshop, achievements of the trip to Sweden as well as a short introduction on system thinking were presented to researchers from Vietnam Institute of Economics and researchers involved in the project .




(This section should be completed ONLY at the end of the 3 year agreement period)

	Research activities and results (4 pages maximum): 

For each project carried out during the reporting period, summarise results obtained and when the project was completed or the anticipated date of completion. Give the name(s) of the scientist(s) involved in each project.



	OUTPUT (list only completed outputs and fill in only applicable columns)

	Postgraduate training 

(e.g. sandwich-

model):
	Sex (M/F)


	Year  training started 
	Length of

training abroad 

(months)
	MSc

Expected/

Year of completion
	Licentiate

Expected/

Year of completion
	PhD Expected/

Year of 

completion
	Prel. title of dissertation

	Name of research student:

1. Pham Thi Anh Tuyet

2. Tran Minh

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.


	F

M
	2004

2004
	
	2005
	
	2008
	Sustainable pro-poor growth in Vietnam: Policy Issues and Evidence from selected export-oriented sector

	Postdoctoral research 

training:

Name of research student:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other training:
(Non-academic training (e.g.

 training of lab technicians)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Publications during the reporting year:
(List of publications, incl. title, author(s), publisher and date)

a) Papers/books/reports which are published or accepted for publication:

  1) “Vietnams’ seafood industry: current performance and problem ahead in the context of international integration”  by Nguyen Thi Thanh Ha and Nguyen Van Tien  was accepted for publication 

b) Papers/books/reports in manuscript form: 

1) Vietnam labour legislative system: an overview by Nguyen Thi Dieu Hong

2) Internal migration in Vietnam and migrated labours in textile-garment and footwear industries by Nguyen Van Tien 

3) Business environment and government policies towards exporting firms in Vietnam, by Nguyen Thang, Le Thuc Duc,  Hoang Thanh Huong and Le Dang Trung. 

4) Literature review on environment and sustainable development of aquaculture industry in Vietnam, by the Center for Rural Progress 

5) Review of aquaculture situation in Vietnam – shrimp farming by the Center for Rural Progress

6) Production, processing and exports of catfish in Vietnam, by the Center for Rural Progress

7) Cat Ba island and aquaculture activities, by the Center for Rural Progress

8) Current aquaculture practice in Vietnam – Preliminary survey An Giang, Ninh Thuan and Cat ba, by the Center for Rural Progress

c) Conference abstracts:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7. 


	Participation in national and international conferences and seminars:
(Theme of the conference or seminar, names of the participants from the project. Mode of participation i.e. oral presentation, poster, chairperson, onlooker/observer)




	Courses, conferences and seminars arranged within the project:
(Summary, duration, no. of participants)

1. A workshop on 21 October 2004 at the Lund University. The objective of the workshop is to present preliminary outputs achieved in 2004 by the economic and environment groups. 

2. A two-day-training workshop at Lund University. Two researchers from Vietnam Institute of Economics and one researcher from CRP attended the workshop. Swedish counterpart from Lund University gave introduction on system thinking.

3. In early November, a workshop was held at Vietnam Institute of Economics to disseminate achievements of the trip to Sweden and briefly introduce system thinking to researchers from Vietnam Institute of Economics and researchers belonging to the SIDA project.

	Strengthening of research infrastructure:
(Brief description, equipment acquired during the report year)

Equipment (>50,000 SEK):

Minor equipment (<50,000 SEK):

- One digital recorder: 1567.44 SEK (more detail see Financial Report)



	Other activities and results:

(e.g. visits, human resource development)


	Comments: 



	FINANCIAL REPORT
An audited financial report should be attached to the progress report. (Any variance in the approved budget should be justified)

In 2004 the project received total amount of 190,000 SEK. Actual spending of the project is reported in the statement of accounts.
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